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Mz. President,

We speak on behalf of countries from different regions that share a common goal. We have worked for a long
time to adopt a legally binding instrument establishing the highest possible common mternatwnal standards for
the international transfer of conventional arms.

We are here today to finalize the work that we were unable to conclude last July, in order to reach this common
goal.

We recognize that the unregulated trade of conventional arms and their diversion to the illicit market are
contributory factors to armed conflict, the displacement of pe0p1e transnational organized crime and terrorism,

thereby undermining peace, reconciliation, safety, security, stability and sustainable social and €Conomic
development. :

The overwhehmng megonty of Member States agree with us on the necessity and the urgency of adopting a
strong Arms Trade Treaty. Our voice must be heard. -

We continue from Wliere Weleft' off in July, committed to stfeﬁgthening the text that is the basis of our work.

This text needs considerable lmprovement in order to reach our objective. The text cannot be ambl guous we are
adoptmg a treaty that ; requ.u‘es clear legal language. We also need to address the existing loopholes that remain
in the text. The text needs to better. reflect existing mtematlonal legal norms, standards and prineiples. The
scope of the Treaty -1nclud1ng ammunition-, the prevention of d1ver31on the erltena for, assessment, and the
implementation, are some of the areas that need to be strengthened."

A weak ATT could serve to legltm:uze the irresponsible and illegal arms trade. This is an outcome we must
avoid. S

We are determined to adopt an Arms Trade Treaty that Would brmg about a safer world for the sake. of all
humanity.

As was the case last J uly, we are ready to make every effort to achleve an Arms Trade Treaty that makes a real
difference to the people of the world.

Thank you.



