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Paul Holtom is a Senior Researcher with the SIPRI Arms Transfers Programme and has been the
Director of the programme since 2009. His main areas of research relate to monitoring international
conventional arms transfers, with a particular focus on Russia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia,
promoting greater transparency of international arms transfers and strengthening conventional arms
transfer controls to prevent illicit trafficking. He has recently carried out research projects on the
effectiveness of UN arms embargoes, reporting to the UN Register of Conventional Arms on
international transfers of small arms and light weapons (SALW) and discussions towards an Arms
Trade Treaty. He has authored or co-authored numerous publications on the arms trade and peace
and security, with a particular focus on Russia, Eastern Europe, Central Asia and UN instruments.

Current acti v i ti es 

SIPRI Arms Transfers Programme
Arms Trade Treaty
China SALW Exports
Control and oversight of SSR and SALW transfers
Consultant to the group of governmental experts on the UN Register of Conventional Arms

Former posi ti ons

Research Fellow at the Centre for Border Studies at the University of Glamorgan (UK)
Research Fellow at the Alfried Krupp Wissenschaftskolleg in Greifswald (Germany) 
Consultant for the Council of Europe and Saferworld
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Professi onal  affi l i ati ons 

Honorary Research Fellow at the Centre for Russian and East European Studies, University of
Birmingham
Member of the Small Arms Survey International Program Council
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